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expression, for the confidence it wore, and for his
majestic and paternal air. The Queen seemed less
easy; but her somewhat pensive and anxious face
was lit up hy a few smiles before the warm greeting
of the three orders.

Louis XVI. wore his royal robes, and a hat with
feathers and ribbons, adorned with diamonds. He
raised his hat for a moment, put it on again, and then
read with much dignity a speech which reflected all
the noble feelings that animated his heart. Every-
thing which could be hoped for from the tenderest
interest for the public happiness, everything which
could be demanded of a sovereign, the first friend of
his people, could be expected of their King by the
deputies of the three orders. This speech, which was
read with perfect ease and a lofty air, was frequently
interrupted by applause. At that moment Louis
XVL, in the consciousness of his honesty and of his
loyal and pure intentions, doubtless imagined that
France was capable of understanding him.

After the King, the Keeper of the Seals spoke,
recalling all the sacrifices His Majesty had made, and
was still ready to make, to establish the general hap-
piness on the basis of public liberty. Then it was
Necker's turn. The reading of his report took three
hours; it was listened to with the deepest attention.

There is now to be seen at Versailles a fine picture,
painted by M. Auguste Conder, which represents
the session we have just described. The moment
selected by the artist^ is that in which Necker is